
Uwingu Advisors Statement to the IAU 
 
As	
  Advisors	
  to	
  the	
  Uwingu	
  project	
  we	
  wish	
  to	
  reaffirm	
  our	
  belief	
  in	
  the	
  
goals	
  and	
  achievements	
  of	
  the	
  organization.	
  
	
  
It	
   is	
   unfair	
   to	
   characterize	
   this	
   citizen	
   participation	
   in	
   astronomical	
  
nomenclature	
  as	
  being	
  anything	
  like	
  those	
  organizations	
  that	
  purport	
  to	
  
sell	
  astronomical	
  objects	
  to	
  the	
  public.	
  	
  
	
  
Uwingu's	
  mission	
  is	
  scientific	
  and	
  educational	
  and	
  directly	
  benefits	
  the	
  
space	
   science	
   community.	
   It	
   provides	
   a	
   means	
   by	
   which	
   ordinary	
  
citizens	
   can	
   feel	
   connected	
   to	
   and	
   help	
   support	
   the	
   discoveries	
   of	
  
exoplanets	
  that	
  continue	
  to	
  excite	
  and	
  astonish	
  the	
  human	
  imagination.	
  
	
  
Signed	
  as	
  private	
  citizens,	
  
Andy	
  Chaikin,	
  space	
  historian	
  and	
  author	
  
Dr.	
  Xavier	
  Dumusque,	
  exoplanet	
  hunter	
  
Cassie	
  Kloberdanz,	
  space	
  enthusiast	
  	
  
Dr.	
  Rick	
  Feinberg,	
  Editor	
  Emeritus,	
  Sky	
  &	
  Telescope	
  
Dr.	
  Louis	
  Friedman,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  Emeritus,	
  The	
  Planetary	
  Society	
  
Dr.	
  David	
  Grinspoon,	
  planetary	
  scientist	
  and	
  Library	
  of	
  Congress	
  Fellow	
  
Jon	
  Lomberg,	
  Galaxy	
  Garden	
  Enterprises	
  
Dr.	
  Geoff	
  Marcy,	
  exoplanet	
  hunter	
  
George	
  Merlis,	
  ABC	
  News	
  (retired)	
  
Rick	
  Rasansky,	
  YORN	
  
Dr.	
  Teresa	
  Segura,	
  planetary	
  scientist	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  


